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Demystifying the
EU MRV Regulation

Open for public consultation until 26 August 2016, the European Commission has published draft Delegated
and Implementing Acts pursuant to the “‘EU MRV’ (Monitoring, Reporting and Verification) regulation 757/2015.
An active member of the Commission's working group on Verification and Accreditation, Julien Dufour, CEQ,
Verifavia Shipping, addresses key considerations for shipowners and operators.

In just over one year's tima, cwners and operators of
vessels sailing in the ELU and exceeding 5,000 GT must
submit a Monitoring Plan {MF] descnibing the procedures
in place to montar and regort thair cargon emissions and
transport wark, With tha Celegated ang Implementing
Acts almaost finalised, requirements are now very clear.
Howwever, as with most new legislation, the challenge lies
in effectively navigating its complexity and interoreting it
to ensure comaliance

Working with shipowners and operators since the
ragulation carme mto force in July 2015, 1L has become
claar that key quastions continua 1o perplax many.
These ndlude how to design an ME what is classed as
a voyane, which emissions sources are included, ang
the differences between the four allowaeble manitonng
mathods,

According to the "EU MRY Ragulation’, tha follpeing
emission sourcas must be considarad in erder 1o comply
with the regulation: main engines, auxiliary enginzs, gas
wripines, boilars, and inert gas generators {tankers anlyl,
The technical cescnption of each individual ermission
source as wall as the potential fuel types used must be
includad in the MP and must be assessed by the venfier.

Anathar challenge has been understanding what is
classed as a voyage. To understand this, shipowners
must first appreciate what is meant by a “port of call’
according to the EU MRBY gefinition: "the port where
a shio stops 1o Ioad or unload cargo or to embark or
disamiark passengears’ A voyaps is a trip betwesen twa
pers of call, and a repenable vovage is whan cna of the
poris of call is in the EUL. The two key parameters that
shipowners must take into consideration are thereforz
the pecgraphical area of the port {i.e. is itin the EU?,
and whether a8 port can ba considered as a port of
call (i.e. have carge or passengers been embarkad cr
disarntarked for commeraal purposas?]. It is important
1o note that ballast voyages must also be reported in tha
same way as laden voyages. Lastly, the Acts now clearly
indicate that tme spent at sea and distance travelled
shall ke caloulated on a ‘berth-to-berth’ basis rather than
between daparture and arrmal,

It is impenant 10 understand that cerlain ports which

ara nit gecgraphically within Europe ara still gart of
the EU because they are under the administration of

a European Member State, and are therefore clazsed
as EU ports of call. These outermast regions’ include
the Azores, Canary Islands, Madeira, Martmigua,
Guadeloupe, French Guyana, Saint-hMartin, Mayotte and
Reunion. In addition, the Shipping MBEV ragulation wall
o€ integrated in the environmental kegislations 10 be
adogted by the countrigs in the European Econamic
Area, which mcluce Norway and lceland, Therefore, i
the vessel i3 navigating between any of the outermast
regions and third countries, or betwaen loeland /
Marweay and third countnias, than tha regulation raguires
shipowners to report these voyages.

Regarding the four allowatle monitonng methoos,
the challenge for shipping companies 15 1o sdjust their
current monitgnng systam sc that it s wathn the
strict definitions that have been dacumented m the
regulaticn. However, it is permitted to selact a cifferent
mionitoring method for each emission source provideo
it increasaes the overall accuracy of the monitoring.

The key aovice for shipowners s 1o select an EU MBY
mionitaring methodolooy a5 close as possible 10 their
exXIsing menitonng systam, In case two mantormg
methodelogies can be used le.g. methods A ar B and
Cl, shigging comganies are recommanded o select the
miost accurate monitoring methodology and use the
other manitcring methodolagy 1o cross-chedk, oras a
Dack-up.

In terms of key lensl deadhnes that must be aghered to,
shipoweners should {ake particular nobica of the 3151 August
2017 wehien thay must submit the MP 1o venfiars.

The draft Delegated anc Implementing Acts released
oy the Commission have responced 1o vanous cancems
wolced by the industry and clanfied centain points. But
uttirmatehy, the MFY regulation is now in farce and the
requirernients ara vary clear, Undarstandimg anc interpretng
the nuances of tha MBEY ragulation, as well as ansuring
consistency in the MP and matching the recuirements is
a challenge. However ndependent verfiers have the in-
depth kroweledoe and expertise to help guice owners and
operators through the process to compliance. =




